DBAA Simple Squeeze Class 2025-03-19

What is a Simple Squeeze?

Simply put, it is a situation where one defender is forced to make a discard that will cost a trick.
Here is an example. South is on lead and plays the Ace of Diamonds. West must discard
something, and North will discard after West. No matter what West discards, North/South can
take the rest of the tricks.
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Writers and other experts have identified many different types of squeezes. Here are a few of

the more common squeezes:
Simple squeezes
Double squeezes

Triple squeezes
Steppingstone squeezes
and many more

In very rare instances, the defenders may execute a squeeze against both dummy and
declarer!

The more common squeezes, simple and double squeezes, have several requirements.
Clyde Love’s book, Bridge Squeezes Complete, is often considered the “bible” of squeeze

books. Love lays out four requirements for a simple or double squeeze to work:
1. Busy —one defender must be guarding two suits such as West in the above example.
2. Losers — declarer must be within one trick of his/her goal. In the above example,
declarer has two tricks in a three-card ending.
3. Upper —one or both threat cards must be after (upper) the intended victim
4. Entry -- a threat is ineffective unless there is an entry to the hand with the threat(s),

(except in some rare instances such as a Steppingstone squeeze).
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7 NT by South
Opening Lead: Spade King

There are 12 tricks available with several possibilities for a thirteenth trick. As a
result ‘L’ is satisfied. In squeeze parlance, another way to say this is to say that
the count has been rectified. A thirteenth trick may come from either red suit.
There is also a threat in spades after the opening lead, since West is marked
with the Spade Queen.

Start by cashing two hearts. When West discards on the second heart, you must
look elsewhere for your thirteenth trick. Now cash the clubs. On the fifth club,
West must reduce his/her holding to four cards. One of those cards is the Spade
Queen, so his remaining cards must be three diamonds!

After learning that West had only one heart, it was logical to play West for
diamond length.

Making 7NT!

The concept for this hand came from a one-hour class taught by Jack Feagin.

| encourage you to read Jack's more comprehensive article on Simple Squeezes.
It is available on the DBAA website, www.dbaa.us. From the home page:

-- select "Lecture Series"

-- select "Simple Squeezes"

The following pages illustrate simple squeezes in action. | encourage you to
work on the hands, perhaps with a deck of cards, before reading the answers
below each hand.
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Opening Lead: Spade Six

After the helpful Spade lead, you can see eight sure tricks (three spades, two hearts, two
diamonds and one club). Clubs appear to offer the best chance for a ninth trick, so play the Ace
and another Club. West rises with the Club King and East discards a Heart. Now you have 10
tricks and have lost only one trick. West returns a second Spade to my King.

Next lead a Diamond to the King and another Diamond to the Queen and Ace, thus rectifying the
count. West led a third Spade, and East begins to feel some pressure.

Now a Club to the Ten, followed by the Queen, and East is toast.

Not a lot of thought on this hand, the squeeze kind of just happened.

East eventually shed a Diamond on the fourth Club so my eight of Diamonds became the 11th
trick.

Making five no trump!
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West led the Diamond seven the East's Jack took the trick, then returned the nine of Diamonds won by
the Ace, with West playing the six of Diamonds. You have only eight tricks or ten tricks if Clubs
behave. Next came the Club King and another club, ducked in dummy. West returned a third
Diamond, and dummy discarded a Spade.

At this point you have one Spade trick, three Heart tricks, two Diamond tricks and four Club tricks.
You have lost two tricks, so the count is rectified.

East is an potential target for a simple squeeze, if he/she holds the Spade King and at least four Hearts.

But how will you know what to discard on the last two Clubs? The answer if to unblock the Ace of
Spades before playing the last two Clubs. If East does not discard the King of Spades, then maybe the
Hearts will yield four tricks. On the hand above, that is exactly the case. There is no risk in playing
the hand in this manner. You have ten tricks and might find and eleventh trick.

The unblocking of the Ace of Spades is called a Vienna Coup. You unblocked the Ace of Spades so
you would learn what to discard on the fifth Club. If East discarded the King, then you discard a
Heart. Instead, if East keeps the King, then you keep the Queen for your eleventh trick. If you did not
unblock the Ace of Spades, then you would have to guess.
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Opening lead: Spade Three

Declarer (North) optimistically played the nine of Spades at trick one and was pleased to see that it
held. He next led a Heart to the Jack which won and a Club to the King (noting the eight from East).
At this point declarer can count four Spades, two Hearts, two Damonds and hopefully, four Clubs.
That’s 12 tricks so the count is already rectified in case there is a squeeze somewhere.

Declarer led a Spade to the King, a Spade to the Jack and a fourth Spade, shedding a Diamond. Now
West is in trouble, he discarded a Heart on the third Spade but had no good discard on the Ace of
Spades. Since East is long in spades, North decided that if anyone held four Clubs it had to be West.
Accordingly, North led a Club to the Queen and ran the Clubs. Now a Heart to the ace (Vienna
Coup), and West surrendered. Making seven.

The point of this hand is that any hand can turn into a simple squeeze. Always be alert for the
squeeze conditions even if it takes a few successful finesses to reach that point:

Blue

Loser count

Upper

Entry
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Opening Lead: Heart Jack

South became declarer at three no trump after an uncontested auction. The opening lead was the
Jack of Hearts, won by East’s Ace. Instead of continuing hearts, East now led the Ten of
Diamonds, covered by South’s Jack. South decided to play West for the Ten of Clubs and led the
eight, which rode around to East’s Queen. East returned another Diamond to dummy’s Ace. Now
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the hand becomes potentially more interesting.

South led a heart to the King followed by the nine of Clubs. West ducked and won the third Club.
Not wanting to lead a Spade, West returned the ten of Hearts, won by the Queen in dummy. Here

is the end position at this point with the lead in dummy:

South cashed the King of Clubs and returned to his hand with the Ace of Spades. He then cashed
the King of Diamonds and West had to unguard either Spades or Hearts. Making four!
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Opening Lead: Heart four
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Against four spades by North, East led a small heart, ruffed in dummy. North led a club to the
Jack followed by a spade to the Jack. Flushed with success, North then led a club to the Ace,
noting the play of the Queen by West and ruffed another Heart. Now dummy cashed the Ace
of Spades and led three rounds of diamonds ruffing the third diamond and drew the last

trump. The end position is
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When North led the Ace of Hearts, East resigned. Making seven!
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Opening Lead: Spade five

Some may criticize South's decision to rebid INT instead of showing the four-card Heart suit.
That said, now the hand plays from the "correct" side.

West led the five of spades won by the king. Assuming that the diamond suit behaves, there
are eleven tricks with a possibility for a twelfth trick if hearts also behave. Accordingly,
declared played three rounds of hearts and saw that hearts behaved. Next he played two top
diamonds ending in the South hand. The seven-card end position is as follows:
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Next declarer played the following five cards: the Heart Ten (pitching a Club from dummy and
the Ace of Clubs (a Vienna Coup). Turning to West, South said “I’m coming after you.” West
courteously replied “You got me” as declarer led his last Diamond to dummy followed by the
last two Diamonds. West had to bare down to two cards and could not keep two Spades and
the King of Clubs. Making seven.

Note that South's decision not to respond one Heart meant that South eventually become declarer.
Had South responded one Heart, North would eventually become declarer and the opening Spade
lead would come from East
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South led the Ace of Clubs and switched to the Queen of Spades, won by the King in dummy.
Declarer led a Heart to the Jack and ruffed a small Club. Declarer now led dummy’s last Heart
(the Ten) which was allowed to win with South following. At this point, East knows there is one
outstanding trump (the King) and North has it.

Declarer led a Spade and played the Ten, which held. He or she then drew the last trump, led a
Diamond to the Ace and a third Spade to the Ace.

Here is the position after ten tricks:
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Declarer led her last Heart and South surrendered. Making six!
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