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The Waffle House Hash Brown finesse or Intra Finesse, is a rare finesse that may be employed when 
missing 3 honor cards. It's similar to the triple finesse in this regard. Unlike the triple finesse, however, 
declarer does not finesse a particular defender twice. Rather, declarer finesses each defender one at 
a time. 

I call it the WAFFLE House Finesse, due to the covered, Smothered and Topped action that will take 
place when executing the finesse correctly… 

For instance: 

 

 

Dummy 

 

 

 A863  

West  East 
KT5  J2 

 South  
 Q974  

 
A common approach for South to score three tricks is to play the ace and lead low toward the queen. 
This doesn't work on the given layout. An intra-finesse, however, does. South can lead a low spade 
from dummy and stick in the 9. West wins the T and returns another suit. Upon regaining the lead, 
South can lead the Q to finesse West for the king. East's jack is smothered in the process. 

 
Another intra-finesse opportunity: 

 

 

Dummy 

 

 

 A82  

West  East 
KQ6  T7 

 South  
 J9543  

 
Lead low to the 9, then run the jack. Again, note the smothering aspect of the second finesse. 

 

 



Another Example… 

There are many variaƟons of this theme. Most players know what to do with this combinaƟon: 

  J 9   

      

  A 8 7 5 4 2   

The only chance to hold the losers to one is to lead low and finesse the 9 (unless West plays an honor). If this 
loses to the king or queen in your next play is the jack from dummy, pinning the 10 if West started with 10-x. 

 

 

 


