Minutes
DBAA Board Meeting
Monday, October 14, 2024

Tom Drinkard called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. The following were in attendance.

Vicki Bell

Rich Brody
Tom Drinkard
Candy Cox
Jack Feagin
Garry Williams
Sue Williams

The September Minutes were approved.

Tom reported that nominations for Sports Person of the Year had been reviewed by the
committee chaired by Rich and including Becky Butler and Veronica Stoessel and that
they were submitting Gaby Fadel for this year’s honor. A motion was made to accept
Gaby as this year’s SPOTY and seconded by Vicki. The motion passed unanimously.
Jack asked that we keep it secret until Gaby is back in town and announce it at a game
where he’s playing. Vicki added that we should let all club managers know when it will
be announced so that they can announce it at their clubs at the same time. Tom will do
this.

Tom announced that we will need to name two nominees to the District 7 Good Will
Committee. ltis a lifetime appointment and members will be recognized at the
Greenville Regional June, 2025. This isn’t urgent, but Tom would like the Board to send
him suggestions.

Jack reported on the Labor Day Regional. Since it was a District event, it didn’'t have a
significant financial impact on the unit, but it was a difficult situation. The contract was
set pre-Covid, and the hotel block was too large. The hotel reduced the block, but not
enough, and we fell short 100 rooms - not a surprise as the same has been happening
with other tournaments post-Covid. The hotel sent the District a bill for $17,000. The
District had a provision in the contract that allowed it to negotiate a compromise.
Essentially, the District paid them $8,500, and the hotel lowered the block to 900 rooms
for 2025, which is closer to the number we met this year. We will not have the main
ballroom, but we didn’t need it this year.

Going forward, the Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel may not be a good fit. Jack
called the Ravinia where we’ve held regionals for many years in the past. Our contract
there ran out when they planned remodeling, which is now complete. He is expecting a
proposal soon. The only negative is that parking for both locals and hotel guests will be
$10/day. In the past parking was not a problem, because most locals parked across the



street at Perimeter Mall. Jack will also look at other hotels on the north side of Atlanta.
The important considerations are good space and a reasonable hotel rate.

Tom mentioned that the Charlotte Regional may have been impacted by Hurricane
Helene, and encouraged attendance and any help we can offer. Jack said that their
tables were damaged and that we offered out tables. Between Charlotte and Columbia,
they will have enough tables and won’t need ours.

Tom asked if there was any new business. Jack opened a discussion about the
possibility of having a Wednesday night game once a week for students and working
players, maybe after Christmas. He also suggested that we offer a night class to teach
the game. He made the point that college students will take time off when married with
children and developing careers. New players starting in their 70’s will play 1-10 years
or so while new players in their 40’s will play 30+ years. He would like to attract new
players in the middle years to keep bridge alive. Discussion followed about potential
clubs to host the class, start times, parking, etc., and the possibility of offering a class
before the evening game. Tom suggested a friendship game for Wednesday night, and
Jack suggested the possibility of a social bridge game for starters. Sue suggested that
we send out a survey to see what interest there is and to solicit ideas and comments.
Jack will work on a survey.

As there was no further business, Tom adjourned the meeting at 7:49
Respectfully submitted,

Candy Cox,
Secretary



