Minutes
DBAA Board Meeting
Monday, July 14, 2025

Tom Drinkard called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. The following were in
attendance.

Tom Drinkard
Garry Williams
Craig Robinson
Candy Cox

Helen Browdy
Beth Burks

Jack Feagin
Veronica Stoessel

Tom announced that the Alpharetta Duplicate Bridge Club, directed by Dianna Norris,
has folded. Sad news.

Tom nominated Chris Smith to fill the vacant Director at Large position on the Board.
There was no objection. Beth made a motion to accept him, and Veronica seconded.
He was unanimously accepted.

The Board discussed the time and date of the monthly DBAA meetings, as the current
schedule doesn’t work for some members. Those present agreed on keeping the
second Monday of each month but moved the time to 4:30. Tom will send out an email
to Board members not in attendance to see if the proposed time works for them.

Thanks to Jack, there will be a stand-by player at Dan’s Wednesday night game to fill a
half table if needed. The stand-by player plays for free. Josh Small was the stand-by
this past Wednesday, and Merrie Edelston has volunteered for this week's Wednesday
night game.

Tom asked for the Board'’s views on an August activity. We had talked previously about
having Patty conduct her Learn Bridge in a Day course, and the Board was unanimous
in agreeing to it. Tom will see if Patty can teach it, and Candy and Veronica
volunteered to help. Jack reminded the Board that no follow-up was done after last
summer’s class. [f Patty can do the LBIAD class in August, we should do a follow-up of
the people who attend. Jack also suggested that we advertise the class. The ACBL
may have ideas and help with this.

Beatrice Kemp is a new Grand Life Master. She is a member of Unit 114, not Unit 253.
Roz Howell emailed Board members that she felt that the DBAA should recognize her
since she is an active member of the Atlanta bridge community and plays only in Unit
253 clubs - three times a week. The Board decided that we should recognize her for
her achievement at the Labor Day Regional.



Previous to this meeting, Jack sent out the following email with three proposals to keep
bridge vibrant:

Proposal 1

Our membership is declining and in discussing this with friends most believe that
nothing is going to work to get players in the 25 to 60 age group into bridge. | still want to
try. Most people in this age group are working, and there is not a convenient way to
learn. Very little effort seems to be aimed at this group.

My plan is that we try this in an area where there are many nearby offices. We offer a
very low price series of bridge lessons available right after work from 6 pm to 730. We
provide some light food and see if there is interest. We would also seek support from the
District and the ACBL for this experiment. To promote these plans we would use social
media, local neighborhood newspapers, and possibly a firm that can target the right
potential customers.

Proposal 2

‘If you have played bridge in the past or if you have an interest in learning
this great game, please call this number xxx-xxx-xxxx and within a day
someone will call you back with answers to any questions you may have.”

We put out on a short statement along these lines:
A volunteer would be available to take the phone calls.

Proposal 3

For ACBL members who have not earned more than one master point in the last year
we will offer to pay an entry fee to any open Club in the DBAA area to get them back into
the game.

The Board briefly discussed these proposals. Jack is thinking about implementing one
or more of them in the fall. He would like members of the Board to think about the
above and bring any comments and suggestions to the next meeting for further
discussion.

Tom said that he needs two volunteers to take on the chairmanship of two committees:
Membership and Education. He would like members of the Board to consider
volunteering for these positions.

Jack needs volunteers for the upcoming Labor Day Regional and would like members to
let him know if available for a day or two.

As old business, Helen brought up the friendship game held in June this year. She
feels, along with other Board members, that it is not fair to do this on a Saturday since it
is in conflict with Dan’s Saturday game which is his biggest game of the week. Jack



suggested Sunday for friendship games in the future since no DBAA clubs have games
on Sunday. A consensus was not requested or reached. Tom appointed Helen Browdy
as the coordinator for the Friendship Game in June 2026.

Since there was no other business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:45.

Respectfully submitted,

Candy Cox
Secretary



