Minutes
DBAA Board Meeting
Monday, October 13, 2025

Tom Drinkard called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. The following members were in
attendance:

Tom Drinkard
Garry Williams
Candy Cox

Helen Browdy
Beth Burks
Barbara Fleming
Steve Huhman
Chris Smith
Veronica Stoessel

There was no Secretary’s or Treasurer’s report.

Since the last meeting, the Board approved Steve Human as the new Director-at-Large,
replacing the vacancy left by Vicki Bell. Craig Robinson resigned as Treasurer but is
still a Director-at-Large. Missy Coy replaces him as Treasurer.

The Board voted for the 2025 Sports Person of the Year. The two nominees were Peter
Martin and Loraine Siegel, both deserving. Loraine Siegel will be our 2026 Sports
Person.

Since it has become known that the current meeting time is a problem for some Board
members, Tom entertained a motion that the monthly DBAA meetings be held at 10:30
Saturday morning at the Atlanta Duplicate Bridge Club before the noon game. Helen
seconded it, and after some discussion Steve called the question. Five Board members
opposed it, so it did not carry. Several felt that 7:00 PM currently set for the Monday
meetings is too early; some felt 8:00 is too late. A motion was made that our meetings
be held at 7:30 PM. Candy seconded that motion, and there was no opposition. Future
Board meetings will be held the second Monday of every month at 7:30 PM.

Tom introduced a discussion about Patty Tucker’s Learn Bridge in a Day class that was
offered this past August, specifically asking the Board if we see it as worthwhile enough
to sponsor it again next August. The month August was chosen because it doesn’t
conflict with scheduled tournaments and because it works with Patty’s schedule. The
recent class was not well attended, which resulted in a relatively small loss for the
DBAA as well as a loss for Patty, who charged the DBAA half of the agreed rate.
Members felt that the low attendance was due to inadequate promotion of the class.
Chris sees the ever-declining ACBL membership and regular club player numbers as a
crisis and feels Patty’s class needs to be offered [at least] once per year with good
advertising well before and up to the event. The Board was unanimously in agreement



with Chris. At the conclusion of the class in August, attendees were offered incentives to
continue to play the game: the ACBL offered a free introductory ACBL membership with
a discount on full membership after the introductory offer, and the DBAA offered a free
play at a club of choice. The Board agreed that it was also important after the class to
keep in touch with the attendees to encourage participation and to monitor the success
of the LBIAD class in terms of play at club games and ACBL membership.

Tom initiated a discussion of the Wednesday night game. First of all, he is looking for a
new club manager to replace himself. The responsibilities of the club manager include
the following:

¢ to post the game schedule on the DBAA website and social media

e to promote the game with

o Pianola emails

o Social media
to schedule pre-game lectures and post the lecture notes on the DBAA website
to turn over profits to the DBAA Treasurer
to pay monthly ACBL sanction fees
to work with the Director to schedule as many “special” games as allowed

Hopefully, the new manager could also bring in new players for that game. Before
Covid there were typically 7-9 tables. Recently, there have been 2-3 tables.

Steve asked how many tables are needed for the game to be viable. Tom said that four
tables provide a net profit, three tables a net loss. He asked members to think about
possibly filling the position of club manager for the game or to think of someone else to
fillit. He is also looking for ideas from the Board for building the game.

Garry moved that the meeting be adjourned. Helen seconded. There was no
opposition, so the meeting was adjourned at 7:58.

Respectfully submitted,

Candy Cox
Secretary



