
Minutes 
DBAA Board Meeting 

Monday, December 8, 2025 

Tom Drinkard called the meeting to order at 7:28 PM.  The following were in attendance. 

   Tom Drinkard
   Candy Cox
   Missy Coy
   Beth Burks
   Helen Browdy
   Jack Feagin   
   Barbara Fleming
   Steve Human
   Craig Robinson
   Veronica Stoessel
   Judy Fendrick

Tom presented the calendar of events for 2026.

January - Georgia Tech Collegiate Tournament - end of the month
    

February - Grand National Team qualifying events
Grand National Team qualifying events will be completed by the end 
of this month.  Each club can hold a GNT event, reimbursed by the DBAA. 
The GNT finals will be held at the Minneapolis NABC, which will be held 
July 8-19, 2026. District 7 does not pay an adequate subsidy for players to 
travel to the finals, which discourages players from attending.  Unit 253 
has provided $3600/team in the past.  $3200 is given to the team from 
District 7.

March - Change of Rank parties 
Each club can hold a COR party and each player who has had a COR in 
2025 is awarded a free play.  The DBAA reimburses the clubs for the free 
plays and provides $125 per club for party expenses. Candy will 
coordinate the club party dates to prevent conflicts.

April - nothing on the calendar

May - Mentoring Month - The mentors play for free, the DBAA reimbursing the 
clubs for the mentors’ free plays.  The mentor-mentee partnership can not 
be a regular partnership.

June - Friendship Game (for the mentors and mentee partnerships) - June 6th
Longest Day - end of the month



July - nothing on calendar

August - Learn Bridge in a Day 
Patty reduced her normal fee by 50%.  Two years ago the DBAA paid her 
$750.  This year she reduced it further.  Two years ago, we failed to follow 
up on the students to see if they continued to learn the game and play at 
clubs.  As incentives, attendees of the class received a free play, good for 
30 days, and a limited time guest membership in the ACBL; they can add  
a first year full ACBL membership for 50% off.  Sam currently holds 0-5 
and 0-20 MP games.  Jack suggested providing some supervised social 
bridge games with volunteers to help.  Barbara suggested that volunteers 
might mentor the first month after the class.  We need to do a better 
job promoting her class (promoting will be discussed later in the meeting).  

September - Labor Day Regional
The 2026 LD Regional will be held at the Atlanta Marriott Northwest at 
Galleria, and starts Sept.1st.  Jack has negotiated good deals for this year.
The financial arrangements are the responsibility of the District. There will
be free parking.  Richard Overholt is Co-Chairperson with Jack, to be 
Chairperson in the future.

Fall - nominations for and selection of the Sports Person of the Year (2027)
         election of DBAA officers for 2027-29

Jack opened a discussion of ways to promote bridge in the Atlanta area.  The DBAA has 
money to use for this purpose.  One suggestion was to reach out to people who have 
played in the past, but these people tend to be in the 70-year-old range.  We need to 
attract 30-50 year olds to keep bridge alive.  Jack would like for the DBAA to target 
areas with office buildings and apartments and come up with a large scale marketing 
plan to accomplish this.  We need professionals, from the bridge community or not, who 
can come up with an effective marketing strategy.  He felt that the classes should not be 
free, should be at least some investment for the participants.  Elizabeth suggested that 
the first one or two classes might be free.  Barbara suggested the Park Place area, 
which is next to office buildings and has a lot of condos and apartments and residents 
who are social.  Jack would like the Hammond Drive area between Roswell Road and 
Perimeter Mall for its younger population to be the first model for this approach.  
Barbara suggested that it be known that a partner is not required.  Jack would like to 
implement this model in late February or early March.  Candy suggested that we look 
for marketing help in local clubs.  Jack will check with Rob Epstein for ideas and ask 
among the people he knows in his involvement with the Georgia Pistols (girls 
basketball).  Barbara will check with someone she knows in bridge who might be able to 
help with marketing.  If these means don’t produce the help we need, we’ll look for a 
professional marketing source.



Tom said that the next meeting will be January 12th at 7:30.  As there was no further 
business, Elizabeth moved that the meeting close, and Helen seconded.  There was no 
opposition, so the meeting was adjourned at 8:22.

Respectfully submitted,

Candy Cox 
Secretary


