
Grand Life Master – Beatrice Kemp 
The 2010 Summer NABC in New Orleans likely seems a long time 
ago for most tournament bridge players, but for Beatrice Kemp of 
Hoschton, GA, it always has been a vivid memory. That is where and 
when she and longtime friend and partner Richard Burton won the 
Wehrner Open Pairs, an NABC+ event that qualifies for Grand Life 
Master status. 

Much more recently, in April, Beatrice earned her 10,000th 
masterpoint, making her District 7’s latest GLM. 

“I don’t remember specifically when I went over 10,000,” Beatrice 
says. “I knew I was getting close, but it is not like I was tracking 
points. It likely was with either Sveinne Eirckson at the Coral Springs 
(FL) regional or with Ishmael Del’monte or Tom Snyder at 
Gatlinburg.” 

When she won her NABC+ championship, Beatrice does not recall the number of masterpoints she had 
at the time, “but it was far less than half of what I have now.” 

Winning the Wehrner came two years after finishing fourth with Richard in the Mixed Pairs at the Detroit 
NABC, the first time she finished among a top event’s elite. 

She and Richard had an incredibly special relationship before he died after a long struggle with cancer in 
October 2016. “Richard lived his last 10 years on my farm (near Atlanta),” Beatrice says, “he had his own 
apartment, and through the tougher times, I was his caregiver. Needless to say, Richard (whom she met 
in 1990) and I were best friends, and he was my favorite partner.” 

“It was a difficult time for me, because between 2005 and 2020, I was traveling to Germany every eight 
weeks to help care for my parents. In 2020, I barely made it back to the United States before the border 
was closed because of Covid.” Both parents now are deceased. 

Beatrice first played duplicate in 1989 in Allentown, PA, where she remembers a Penn State professor ran 
a game and new players regularly were accommodated. She tried to play there regularly, then moved to 
Atlanta the next year. 

Beatrice now plays locally at a club with John Hassett and online with Paul Johnson (from North 
Carolina). “I never thought about playing on-line,” Beatrice says, “but when the pandemic hit, I became 
desperate, because I missed the game. As a result, I have made friends around the world.” 

Locally, Beatrice found the time and interest for eight years to be a unit board representative from the 
Duplicate Bridge Association of Atlanta. 

As for major tournaments, Beatrice partners with various players, and singles out Ishmael Del’monte of 
Baton Rouge as one from whom she has learned a lot. “I guess I’d love to win another NABC event,” she 
says, “but I know how hard they are to come by.” 
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