
OBAR BIDS 

 

OBAR BIDS is a term created by Larry Cohen and described in the Law of Total Tricks.  
It’s an acronym for “Opponents Bid and Raise, Balance In Direct Seat” – yes, that is an 
oxymoron but it’s still a great memory aid! – when the opponents have a fit in a major 
at the two level. My own research indicates that when you let the opponents play a fit 
at the two level, you are getting 25-30% of the match points.  Thus, especially in pairs, 
you have little to lose and much to gain if you compete. 

Before we can get to balancing in the direct seat, we need to discuss how we compete 
in the balancing seat.  Standard bidding says you can borrow a king but as long as 
Partner won’t punish you – and he shouldn’t; the opponents have shown 18+ points – 
you can balance with even less.  Here are your options, assuming you have no more 
than a doubleton in the opponent’s major: 

X Promises 4 of other major and likely 3-4 in minors or longer 
2NT Promises at least 4-4 in minors and denies 4 in unbid major 
3X (or 2 over 2♥)  Promises 5-card suit or longer. 
 

Remember, the goal here is to get the opponents off their comfort level of 2M.  We 
might go for a number once in a while but we’ll make it up when we go for -50 or -100 
instead of -110 or -140.  Or when we make our bid.  Or when we push them too high. 

After the double, advancer may not have doubler’s major and might have 4-4 in the 
minors.  No need to guess which minor Partner holds 4 cards in.  Advancer bids 2NT to 
ask doubler to bid his longer (or better if equal length) minor. 

The above applies after the opponents have bid 1M-2M; P .   Or 1X-1M; 2M-P.  Or even 
after a Drury bid with a bit of extra shape.   

Now to OBAR BIDS.  Say you hold  K943, ♥ 63, ♦ Kxx,  Qxxx.  If the bidding goes 1♥ – 
2♥, passed around to you, you’d of course balance.  But what if you are behind the 2♥ 
bidder?  If you pass, Partner with 3 hearts will find it hard to balance unless he has a 5-
card suit.  You’re the one with shortness so it is easier for you to compete.  Therefore 
you “balance in the direct seat,” i.e., you bid just like above if you were in the balancing 
seat.  It might sound risky, but it will pay big dividends despite the occasional “oops”. 

Here’s a better idea.  Take it from the horse’s mouth and read the section in Law of 
Total Tricks. 


